
 
had been put in this year, the grandchil-
dren of this member broke one of the 
beds as they were allowed to jump on it, 
and I  had an extensive conversation with 
them about not using bleach as it de-
stroys the septic system and the fact that 
I put septic friendly cleaners in the cabins 
and asked that they use those as opposed 
to the cleaners they brought.....they did  
not, my bottles were still full. They also 
needed a BBQ, we gave them a brand 
new one that I found upside down on the 
porch when I went to stock the cabin, it 
had not been used.  If complaints need to 
be made, and they do on occasion, please 
be part of the solution not part of the 
problem. 
 
I am still washing way too many folded, 
never been used sheets and even some 
towels, please keep clean linens in a 
clean bag and I will add the missing 
pieces, it gets expensive to wash clean 
laundry!! Taking pride in the cabins and 
respecting them will bring costs down, 
or at least keep them where they are. 
 
Please notice that there are cleaning rags 
under each sink, I don't care what you do 
with them outside of cleaning, but I have 
had to get rid of several like new face 
cloths and bath towels that people have 
used for cleaning up car grease while they 
were here.....if you need to use a rag use 
paper towels or the rags provided under 
the sink, this is another way expenses get 
driven up.  Also, the cotton bath mats 
that are provided are not out door mats to 
be used to sop up muddy shoes or be left 
out in the weather and in the dirt/mud....
they are expensive to replace!! I have pro-
vided nylon cooking utensils in cabins 
with non stick cookware, please do not 
use metal forks and spoons in these pots 
and pans. Eventually all cabins will have  
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FROM THE RANCH MANAGER 
 
Season is in full swing here at the ranch! 
We have been booked!!  
 
I do have a few concerns I need to voice 
though. We had a complaint from a 
member about the reservation fee and 
condition of the cabin, it needed paint 
(which we were in process of doing at the 
time), it wasn't "up to date", etc. The 
very same person who couldn't afford the 
reservation fee had seven dogs at the 
cabin, they were on the new couches that  
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Is seeking nominations for 

Board Members to fill 3 (three) 
seats being vacated. 

Your nominations must be re-
ceived no later than August 8, 

2014 
 

The Annual meeting will be 
held September 13, 2014 

 
NOMINATIONS: 

 

Return to 
linda@deerspringsranch.org 

 
We wish to thank 

Shawna Cox, 
David Turley, 

and Dale Clarkson 
 

for their service on the Board 
2012 through 2014. 

 
stainless steel and I won't have to worry 
about that, but we have three cabins with 
new non stick cookware, they were $100 
a set, when they are scratched they are no 
good any more. 
 
I know I seem to be on a complaining 
roll this month, but everyone is focusing 
on expenses and these things are easy to 
keep down with every ones help! Let's  
start taking care of our cabins!! These are 
not hard things to do and they cut costs 
significantly, when not done, they drive 
those costs up. 
 
I would like to thank the Clarkson clan 
for being so respectful of the ranch and 
cabins during their family reunion.....260 
people on the ranch and they left NO 
negative impact!  
 
Even with this huge family reunion go-
ing on, we still had about 25 people here 
for our annual 4th of July celebration. 
  
Can't wait to see you all.....make sure 
you have your reservations made, they 
are going quick, there are a few left in 
August, September and October. 
 
We have a new Zipline on the lower 
pond, it's quite a hit! There is a $3 a day 
charge for the key, and $25 if you lose 
the key.  We have a key on the zipline so 
we don't have issues of not knowing 
when it's being used or by whom. We 
can keep it in good working order this 
way. The $3 charge is to pay for the 
zipline, then it will pay for repairs also. 
 
Believe it or not, this is NOT a "set it 
and forget it" toy!  
 

We have also implemented a charge for  
BBQ propane, the charge is $20 for the 
week, or you can bring your own tank.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND 
COME ON OUT - 
 

Deer Springs Ranch Owners  
Association 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Deer Springs Ranch HQ 
10:00 AM, Saturday, September 13, 

2014 
 

Come enjoy the beauty of the Ranch on a 
wonderful Saturday Afternoon and social-
ize with other members of the DSROA.   

 
After the meeting, stay for a delicious Pot 

Luck Lunch and shoot the breeze with 
your neighbors. 

 
A Preliminary Agenda will be posted on 
the DSROA Website and will be updated 

as necessary. 


2 

OPERATION “CALF RESCUE” 
 
Nancy Brayton 
 

Danny Clarkson called on the radio one 
evening saying there was a calf stuck in 
the mud. We left right away "to the res-
cue". Danny had already pulled and dug 
her free of the hole she was in. We put 
her in the back of the truck and took her 
home. We then washed all the gray clay 
off of her and poured a couple of buckets 
of warm water on her to warm her up.  
 

We called Doug Hunt and he thought he 
knew who and where the mom was.....
she was no where to be found, we spent 2 
1/2 hours looking for her. We didn't 
want to leave the calf near where she was 
found as there were bobcat and coyote 
tracks all around in the mud....they just 
couldn't reach her without sinking them-
selves.  
 

We ended up bringing her home and giv-
ing her a bottle and putting her in with 
our goats for the night. The next day 
Doug came out and found her mom, no 
where near where he thought she would 
be.  

Remember, “Things at the Ranch 
move at a slower pace.” 

25 mph, to be exact. 
 

Please watch your speed when driving 
Ranch roads. 
 
ATV Riders:  Wear Your Helmet.  For 
riders and passengers under 18, it’s the 
law, but we advise everyone to wear a 
helmet.  It can save your life. 

4th of July get-together 
at Ranch HQ 

 
Another charge we have implemented is 
for camping, if you rent a cabin and bring 
extra tents, trailers, etc, there will be a $1 
per person per night/day charge for mem-
bers....non members renting cabins and 
doing camping also will be charged $2 
per person per day. These charges are to 
help cover the extra charges for water, hot 
water and propane usage. We do have a 
dump station available for your conven-
ience for a $10 charge. 
 

You all have an amazing Board president 
right now.  He strives for peace and get-
ting things done, he does not allow argu-
ing at board meetings, meetings last a 
maximum of three hours, and that's only 
when there are pressing issues that need 
discussion and action. If you've avoided 
nominations and serving on the board 
because of "politics", now is the time to 
"sign up. This isn't to say that there are 
no arguments or controversial issues, just 
that they are handled well. Please con-
sider serving, your ranch needs you! 
 

Make sure to put time aside to come out 
to the annual meeting, check for details, 
we've asked Brad Hunt to cook dutch 
oven for us again, and are hoping for 
western entertainment also! 
 

We are still thrilled to be back home and 
looking forward to seeing everyone!! 
 

Paul and Nancy Brayton and Kids 
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RANCH EVENTS: 
 

The Clarkson Family Reunion was held 
at the Ranch over the 4th of July  
weekend –  

Looks like a great time was had by all! 

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS AT 
THE RANCH 
 
Bob Becker 
 
We all know communications in a re-
mote location like DSR is important.  
As you probably know cell phone cover-
age is very limited.  We have been using 
handheld radios around the ranch. These  

 
allow communications throughout most 
of DSR. Vance and myself have installed 
a repeater at a high location to allow the 
radios to have that great coverage. Only 
certain radios can work with the repeater 
and have to be programmed to connect 
with it. We have sold those programmed 
radios to a number of members for their 
use while at the Ranch. The program-
ming on the radios offers access to our 
repeater as well as a number of usable 
channels.  
 
It’s necessary to limit the use of the re-
peater to urgent priority communications 
and short conversations so it is available 
when needed for emergencies. Channel 1 
through Channel 7 will allow the radios 
to communicate directly with each other 
if they are both set on the same channel. 
This way you can have your conversation 
without everyone hearing it and tying up 
the repeater. The HAMRPT channel is 
connected to a amateur radio repeater. 
This can only be used by licensed ama-
teur radio operators but in an emergency 
you can use it and the amateurs in Kanab 
will offer assistance. FRS9 is a frequency 
that is compatible with the Family Radio 
Service radios so if you bring them to the 
ranch it would work with them on their 
channel 9 with a privacy code of 1.   
 
The repeater is provided by Vance and 
myself and we feel it is important to the 
ranch and prefer it to be used with the 
understanding of our request for limited 
and  emergency use.  It's human nature  
to like to chitchat.  But you don't want 
to be the one who blocked a call from 
someone who may be hurt and couldn't 
get through because you were talking 
about what you are going to grill on the 
BBQ tonight. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Since the current DSROA Board has 
been in place for a full year, it seems like 
a good time to provide you an annual 
"State of the Ranch."  You elected me to 
accomplish four goals this year: 1) work 
for the benefit of all Owners; 2) protect 
the rights of all Owners; 3) lead the 
Board beyond conflict to real solutions; 
and 4) empower Owners to hold us ac-
countable for results.  Midway through 
my two year term, I hope you agree with 
me that the Board has made huge prog-
ress on all four fronts.  I won't sugar coat 
it--it's been a VERY tough year, not just 
for the Board, but on the Employees, and 
also on the many good-hearted and in-
credibly talented folks who worked side 
by side with us on projects, problems, 
contracts, repairs, purchases, decisions, 
conflicts, resolutions, etc.  But the enor-
mous effort that all of these people have  
put into the Ranch has yielded huge re-
turns.  I believe every single person in-
volved would tell you that Deer Springs  

 
Ranch is in a much better place now than 
it was a year ago.  That is a remarkable 
accomplishment! Just a few examples:  
The Ranch has never looked better.  The 
new gate is a classy upgrade. The fields 
are looking beautiful. The Ranch head-
quarters has had a facelift and is looking 
great. The roads are looking good and we 
have made improvements on the public 
safety issues.  The county will now help 
us maintain Meadow Canyon Road, 
which should be a very positive move for 
the ranch. All the rights-of-way from the 
government have been renewed, and they 
waived the fees--a great savings to the 
ranch. 
 
At the risk of seeming repetitive, I want 
to express my deep and sincere thanks to 
the people who ARE "Deer Springs 
Ranch"--a few by name, and many more 
who work quietly behind the scenes and 
know who they are.  (Trust me, I know 
too.)  This is only a small sampling of 
what these extraordinary people have ac-
complished, individually and together.  I 
can't say enough to complement Paul and 
Nancy as much as they deserve about the 
fabulous job they are doing as Manag-
ers... Linda Alderman for her hard and 
efficient work as Secretary.... Vance 
Green for the countless hours he put in 
behind the scenes on the website and 
water projects... Brent Fullmer for being 
an amazing, humble, effective, and self-
less mediator and volunteer... John Har-
ris and Larry Meltzer for endangering 
their lives to help put a wildfire out that 
could have destroyed the entire Ranch 
(YES, REALLY)... Larry Clarkson for 
all his help.  And I especially appreciate 
the service of every single Board Mem-
ber.  Joe Bozse always there to help in 
any need, Dale Clarkson for putting in a 
water system at the Meadow Canyon 
Spring at no cost to Deer Springs, Jodi 
Akers for keeping us on budget and in 
compliance and keeping all of us on our 
toes Dave Turley for work on cabins 
Shawna Cox our secretary for Robert Al-
len, for their hard work between and at 
meetings, and for simply being willing 
to put up with all the difficulties and 
heartburn along the way.  I am forever 
grateful to you all, proud of Deer 
Springs, and honored to be the President 
of the Board. 
 
Please, please, call me with any thing at 
all, concerns or ideas, or just to talk 
about the Ranch.  I never get tired of 
hearing from Owners, in fact it thrills me.  
I want Deer Springs to be the best it can 
be and we need everyone's help and sup-
port. 
 
 
Art Ortolani, #151 
435.850.0007 
Email:  DeerSprings151@gmail.com 
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